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[0027] A CPU (Central Processing Unit) 10 constitutes control 
5 means for overseeing the processing of the data distribution 
device la. A RAM 11 constitutes a memory in which temporary 
data necessary for operating the data distribution device la 
is stored. A ROM 12 memorizes the program data for operating 
the CPU 10. A communication interface 13 constitutes an 

10 input/output port for transmitting and receiving data by way 
of a communication line 2. A communication line connects 
from a transmit port TxD of the communication interface 13 to 
a receive port RxD of a game board d. A communication line 
connects from a transmit port TxD of a game board G n to a 

15 receive port RxD of the communication interface 13. A dual 
port RAM 14 serves as a read/write window for the data 
required for connecting other computer apparatus or the like. 
An IC card interface (I/F) 15 constitutes an interface for 
reading or writing data from a mounted IC card MC. The IC 

20 card MC is configured from an EE PROM or non-volatile RAM or 
the like in which information (referred to as "DATA 
INFORMATION'') for displaying a synopsis of the character data 
set by the operator or the character data assigned as an 
option (display information) , or a compilation of polygon 

25 data related to real characters (referred to as "CAR DATA") 
is stored. A program memory 16 constitutes a memory in which 
program data necessary for operating the game board is stored. 
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While devices comprising one IC card interface in which the 
character data or the like for all game boards is stored may 
be used, devices comprising a number of IC card interfaces 
equivalent to the number of game boards in which an IC card 
5 is mounted for each operator of each game board may also be 
used. In addition, the character data for the display of a 
"car" may be data set by the operator themselves, or may be 
car-type data that has been prepared by the manufacturer or 
the like in advance. When car-type data is used, the 
10 operator is able to select the car-type that they wish to use 
as their own "car". 

[0028] Fig. 3 is an internal block diagram of the game board 
Gi and an interface board I/Oi- The configurations of the 
other game boards G 2 to G n and interface boards I/0 2 to I/O n 

15 are identical. As shown in Fig. 3, the game board Gi 
comprises a CPU 20 for overseeing the processing of the game 
board and operating it as a game machine, a RAM 21 for 
storing game program data for operating the game board as a 
game machine, a ROM 22 in which programs for the initial- 

20 state operation and so on by the CPU 20 are stored, an image 
display circuit 23 for generating game images in accordance 
with commands supplied from the CPU 20, a frame buffer 24 for 
memorizing the images generated by the image display circuit 
23, a D/A converter 25 for converting a digital signal into 

25 an audio signal, a sound device 26 comprising an FM sound 
source or the like, a speaker 27 for generating sound, a 
display 28 for displaying images, and an interface 29 for 
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communication with a dual port RAM 34. The program data 
stored in the ROM 22 does not constitute game programs 
themselves but rather programs for executing an operation in 
which, by way of the dual port RAM 34 and the interface 29, 
5 the program data to be loaded from the data distribution 
device la is stored in the RAM 21. In addition, the RAM 21 
is a RAM of a capacity large enough for the program data for 
executing the game to be stored. 

[0029] The interface board I/Oi comprises a CPU 30 for 
10 overseeing the interface board I/Oi, a RAM 31 for memorizing 
temporary information, a ROM 32 in which program data for 
processing by the CPU 30 is stored, a communication interface 
33, and a dual port RAM that serves as a window for the 
supply of transmitted program data and character data to the 
15 game board Gi. The communication interface 33 constitutes an 
input/output port for transmitting and receiving data by way 
of the communication line 2. A communication line connects 
from a transmit port TxD of the communication interface 33 to 
a receive port RxD of the game board G 2 . A communication line 
20 connects from a transmit port TxD of the data distribution 
device la to a receive port RxD of the communication 
interface 33. 
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